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Hi Jeff,  

Calvin just stopped by and let me know the Yakama Nation are interested in G2G consultation regarding Ashue
Road Asbestos site in Wapato, WA.  I was going to send JR Herbst a copy of signed letter/offer we sent to
Yakama's.  Do you have a copy?  

Also, not sure if this is considered a non-time critical removal action and therefore falls within normal G2G
processes (versus emergency or time-critical response).  This may affect the time and who attends consultation
meeting.  Joanne

 

Joanne Moore

US Environmental Protection Agency, Region 10

1200 6th Avenue, Suite 900, MS ECL-110

Seattle, WA 98101

Tel. (206) 553-0310

Fax. (206) 553-0124

email: moore.joanne@epa.gov 
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County: Wapato dump site is the largest we've seen in 30 years

By Matt Finn Published: Dec 6, 2012 at 11:15 PM PST Last Updated: Dec 6, 2012 at 11:18 PM PST 

WAPATO, Wash. -- Demolition material from the old Wapato High School building ended up on Simone Gayton’s property on Ashue Road. 

The demolished building did contain asbestos. 

Now investigators are trying to find out why the demolition material ended up on Gayton’s property and if it contains asbestos.

Yakima County prosecutors say sub-contractors on the Wapato job were illegally dumping it. They're investigating Groate construction of Woodinville and Mid-Valley Recycling of Wapato.

Gayton tells KIMA he allowed them to dump on his property, but he didn't know the materials could be hazardous. He says he wasn't being paid, however county officials tell KIMA they doubt that's the truth.

We spoke with Gayton at his home. He tells us his lawyer told him not to comment on camera.

Prosecutors say Gayton does not have the proper permits or land use to allow dumping on his property. He faces a series of fines and citations. 

Officials also want to know why contractors thought it was acceptable to dump on a private property.

"We've never seen this amount of material deposited on a site illegally,” said Yakima County Building Officer, Dave Saunders.

For now, county prosecutors say the Wapato School District isn't to blame. It had contracts with the Yakama Nation to properly dispose of the asbestos material.

County officials say new records indicate some of the asbestos material might have gone to the Anderson Pit in Yakima. However, they say Anderson isn't approved to receive hazardous materials.

The county says it appears Gayton has allowed dumping on his property for years. 

Officials tell KIMA they haven’t determined just how much material is on Gayton’s property, but they say it appears to be substantial.

Now, Gayton will have to get permits to keep it there or remove it all himself.

County officials say the problem here is so big that those who are found responsible might soon be answering to federal agents. 

Mid Valley Recycling tells us they did not do any dumping.

A Groate construction employee tells us they did dump on the private property.




